
 

 

 

 June 14, 2021 

“In The Ci ty”  
A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

We just experienced a special week and day of remembrance of a 
tragic event that happened in our city. The second weekend In June 
of 2016    Orlando was in the national news not for being the “City 
Beautiful” or “The Happiest Place on Earth”. Our notoriety at that 
time was based on something sinister, something evil that hap-
pened here.  Evil rode in armed with military grade weaponry and 
strode into the Pulse Nightclub and within a few seconds the      
carnage began. It was Latin Night, especially  festive, and young 

people (and some older) had gathered to have fun and feel free and safe. It was a well-known 
LGBTQ+ venue and the intent of the shooter was against this group of already marginalized 
people. He had done his research and he knew where to strike to make the biggest impact and 
feed his sick ego. Forty-nine innocent lives were lost and 53 others sustained serious injuries. 
Where was Batman when we needed him?  For several hours Gotham was under siege.   

Real-life super-heroes appeared – first responders in the form of fire, police, medical and brave 
kids crawling among the wounded to try to find and save friends, along with ED staff            
especially at Orlando Health.  Then there was the Medical Examiner who had to sort out the 
bodies and who insisted that the body of the shooter be kept separate from the victims.       
Ominously, this was not the first public shooting that had taken place that weekend.  On the 
evening of June 10, a young singer with stars in her eyes and in her future named Christina 
Grimmie came to the Plaza Theater to a sold out crowd for a concert.  Here was another young 
person with a bright future just having fun and being free - shot and murdered by a deranged 
fan in the presence of others while she was signing autographs. 

And two years later on June 11, 2018, Officer Kevin Valencia was among the police who      
responded to a domestic violence call. The mom escaped but the male adult (and I use the term 
loosely) was holding four children hostage in a second floor apartment at gunpoint. After a 

long attempt at negotiation and all other means to defuse the situation being exhausted, the   
officers managed to obtain a key to the apartment. Several gathered at the door and the key 
was inserted but broke. At that time as attempts were made by the officers to kick the door in, 
the hostage-taker shot through the door, striking Officer Valencia in the head. The children   
being held in the room had already perished. Officer Valencia remained alive, but remained in 
a coma until his death on March 15, 2021. He left behind a wife and two small children.   
There are similar stories in cities around the world. These are the stories of our city. But that is 
not the end of the story.  Despite periodic attempts by evil to intrude into our lives and into our 
city, God is working all around us.  Good will prevail.  God will prevail.  God is stronger than 
our deepest fears and our strongest enemies. We are comforted and encouraged by Psalm 46.    
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“In The Ci ty”  
CONTINUED. .  

The Psalmist writes “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  The 
“trouble” spoken of is not merely the aggravations and obstacles of our everyday lives but 
earthly disasters such as earthquakes and floods.  And later the Psalmist includes civic, even 
national catastrophes:  “The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter”.  In the midst of 
these descriptions of disaster, a sense of tranquility intervenes:  “There is a river whose 
streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  God is in the midst 
of the city; it shall not be moved.  God will help it when the morning dawns.” 

When the morning dawned, help came – in each of the above situations.  Strangers stepped 
up, hearts were opened, comrades came forward, churches looked at their message in new 
way, prayers were raised.  Indeed, by evening, prayers were being raised around the world.   
Truly, the community (and beyond) has had its collective consciousness raised.  A high price 
was paid and in no way is that high price justified.  However, the high price was not in vain.  
Meaning was made out of chaos.  “The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our ref-
uge.”  The psalmist continues, speaking for God, “‘Be still and know that I am God.  I am ex-
alted above the nations, I am exalted in the earth!’”  God is still speaking, above the roaring 
waters and trembling mountains of our lives. 

We live in an imperfect world.  Injustice persists and change comes slowly.  One of Martin 
Luther King’s favorite quotes was, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice.”  This is a statement of faith that challenges our desire for immediacy.  It’s hard to be 

patient especially when injustices continue.  But as those counted among the people of good 
will of the community and the world, we believe in the omnipresence and the omnipotence of 
God – that God is both constantly present and constantly in control.   Belief in God does not 
inoculate us against evil intruding into our lives.  But it does give us the assurance that when 
bad things do happen, God will help us through them.  God will help us make meaning out of 
chaos – and God will give us the strength and courage to help each other.  We need not only to 
have faith, but to keep the faith.  God was and is present and at work in the city.   

Prayer:  May God bless those who were personally touched by these tragedies and those of us 
who grieve for them and with them.  Amen. 

MASK UPDATE: 

We are no longer requiring masks be 
worn in the sanctuary during service. 
If you feel more comfortable wearing 
a mask, please feel free to do so.  



Do you have a praise or prayer request? 

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,  

Or join us on Sundays, as we lift your prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Jo, Emma, Claudia, Michele, Ryan & Sonia,  Nicholas, Noranne, 

Jim, Shannon & Family, Bob, Lorene, Diane, People being evicted, 

Sarah, Romi, Stacie, A.G, Ricky, Skip, Ron, Shirley, Ken & Luis, 

Miss Helen Kuhn, and Mrs. Helen Yarborough. 

 

 

Now receiving Donations 

Items Especially needed: 

Children’s meals,                                                                      
such as cans of 
Chef Boyardee 
meals.   

Also needed are cans of tomato sauce. 

(no glass jars please) 

Items Especially needed: 

Any household items such as pots, 
pans, baking pans, dishes, silverware, 
and small appliances. 



ATTENDANCE  

6/13/21— 28 

Ready for the next step? 

Reception of New Members has 

been postponed until a later 

date.  Please let Pastor Lynn 

know if you are interested in 

joining us officially. 

Join us for Bible Study 

Wednesday, June 16, at 6pm 
in Quiet Room  

 

Topic:  Acts 6  

BIRTHDAY 

6/16 Kristie Trilling  

ANNIVERSARY 

6/15  Dana & Ronald Cross 


