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Acts 10:34-43 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 

34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism.  
35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right.  
36 This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace 

with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what happened 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message of 

baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39 “And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on 

the third day. Then God allowed him to appear, 41 not to the general public, but to 

us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he ordered us to preach 

everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the judge 

of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about, 

saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his 

name.” 

 

Let’s begin by clarifying a few things.  This story is being told – we think – by Luke.  

Many believe that both the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts were written by 

Luke.  Luke is believed to have been a physician and a friend and disciple of the 

Apostle Paul.  Luke is writing about the Apostle Peter and this story is taking place 

at Cornelius’ home. 
 

Peter had been going through a significant transition.  There was controversy 

about what exactly one had to do to become a Christian.  In the early church, after 

Jesus had ascended, there were disagreements as to whether a person had to 

become a Jew before becoming a Christian which would mean that they would 

follow the Jewish law as part of their faith practice.  That would include being 

circumcised and eating according to the Levitical laws. 

 



In Acts chapter 10, just before our reading today, we are told that Cornelius, a 

Roman Army Officer and a God-fearing man (although not Jewish) had a vision.  He 

saw an angel that told him to send men to Joppa to get Peter.  The angel even told 

Cornelius where Peter was staying.  Surprised, Cornelius did as the angel told him 

and sent his servants to Peter. Now in a wonderful God-incidence, Peter also has a 

vision. In his vision, he sees the sky open and a sheet being let down by its corners 

and in it were all sorts of animals, reptiles and birds.  The voice in the vision tells 

him to kill them and eat them.  Peter being an adherent to the Jewish dietary 

restrictions refuses and says that he has never eaten anything considered impure 

or unclean.  But the voice in the vision tells him, “Do not call something unclean if 

God has made it clean.”i This vision happened three times and finally the sheet was 

drawn back up. As you may have guessed, Peter was puzzled by what this vision 

meant.  As Peter sat and contemplated what this was about, the Holy Spirit tells 

him to go and let the men in that have arrived and to go with them without 

hesitation because God has sent them. 

 

So off to Caesarea Peter goes with the servants sent by Cornelius.  Peter must 

have come to an understanding of what God was revealing to him in the vision 

because when he arrived and greeted Cornelius he explained.  He said that it was 

against the laws for a Jewish man to enter a gentile home but he realized that God 

wanted something different. He told Cornelius that God did not want him to 

consider anyone impure or unclean.  For Peter, that was an enormous step to take.  

It was a step of faith.  In doing this, he was leaving the old covenant behind and 

embracing the essence of the new covenant that Jesus’ came to make.  Peter had 

an astounding “aha” moment.  He realized that when God said all – God meant all – 

all people were part of God’s plan; the basis for membership was redefined.   

 

With our reading today, Peter begins with a confession, “I see very clearly that 

God shows no favoritism. In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do 

what is right.”ii God’s does not play favorites.  That was such good news for 

Cornelius and his family and it is good news for us.  It is also news that is terribly 

hard for many to believe.  Oh, yes, there are some of us who hear it and say that 

we believe it but down deep we walk around with heavy burdens still hanging on our 

hearts; judgments that we place on ourselves, judgments that tell us that we are 

not as good as. Fears that what we have done or failed to do has somehow rendered 

us less and outside of God’s love and grace.  And there are those that think 

themselves above and better than most, with their words and with their eyes, they 

condemn.  “If you’re not like me then you’re not ‘in,’ you’re ‘out.’”   



 

Peter was the one truly converted in this story; he thought he was the one on the 

inside looking out or maybe down at the rest – the gentiles.  The result was that 

God taught him a new way of looking at what God loves.  Through his vision and 

later his interaction with Cornelius he “let go” and he “let God” show him what was 

good and loving and right.   

 

But this revelation from God is not new.  Abraham was blessed by God with a son, 

Isaac so that he could bless all nations.  God gave them a child when all hope had 

gone from Abraham and Sarah and God promised that through Abraham all nations 

would be blessed.  God’s love and grace were always meant to be for all.  Consider 

these words from the fifth book in the Old Testament – Deuteronomy; 

 

 “For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great God, 

the mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed. He 

ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. He shows love to the foreigners 

living among you and gives them food and clothing. So you, too, must show love to 

foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. You must 

fear the Lord your God and worship him and cling to him. Your oaths must be in his 

name alone.”iii 

 

And in the letter to the Romans: “But there will be glory and honor and peace from 

God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. For God does 

not show favoritism.iv 

 

Pause for a moment.  How does that make you feel?  That God does not show 

favoritism, God is not partial.  God is the best of all parents and each child is 

unique, one of a kind, and worthy – yes, I said worthy – of love, respect, hope, joy, 

and an eternal plan.  You, as you sit here in the pew this morning, are the object of 

God’s love.  You, as you sit here in the pew this morning are unique in every way; 

God made you that way.  The only thing that we all have in common is that we were 

made in the image of God and Jesus told us that God gave us the Holy Spirit as our 

Counselor and Comforter.  God doesn’t care if we are wealthy or poor in the world’s 

eyes.  God doesn’t care what color our skin is or what language we speak.  God 

doesn’t care if we live in Canada, the U.S., China, Australia, or Iraq.  God doesn’t 

care if we are male or female.  God doesn’t care if we have fallen away 100 times or 

1,000 times – God cares that we keep trying.  God doesn’t care if you have believed 

your whole life or if you came to believe in this very minute.  God has no favorites – 



God only has love to give and we must choose to receive it.  But let us not forget 

Jesus advice – pray like this “and forgive us our debts, our trespasses, our wrongs, 

as we forgive our debtors, those who have trespassed on us, those who have done 

us wrong.”  If God has no favorites; if God shows not partiality – should we?  No 

one is better than or lesser than another – period. 

 

I love this wisdom from the book of James: “If you are wise and understand God’s 

ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that 

comes from wisdom. But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in 

your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy and 

selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and 

demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find 

disorder and evil of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is 

also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of 

mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who 

are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.”v 

 

God accepts everyone and anyone.   

 

This message is from the DaySpring calendar a few years ago and it fits perfectly 

with our reading today – a coincidence – I think not; a God-incidence – absolutely. 

 

“Just Think, 

You’re here not by chance,  

But by God’s choosing. 

His hand formed you 

And made you 

The person you are. 

He compares you to no one else –  

You are one of a kind. 

You lack nothing 

That His grace can’t give you. 

He has allowed you to be here 

At this time in history 

To fulfill His special purpose 

For this generation.”vi 

 

Let’s think about that. Amen. 



i Acts 10:15 NLT 
ii Acts 19:34-35 NLT 
iii Deuteronomy 10:17-20 NLT 
iv Romans 2:10, 11 NLT 
v James 3:13-18 NLT 
vi Message written by DaySpring Co-founder, Roy Lessin. 

 


