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“The Beloved Community”

A M e s s a g e f ro m R e v. Ly n n B l e v i n s

On Sunday, we talked about the Beloved Community which is a
very positive and uplifting way to think about the church. Our
model for the Beloved Community is the Early Church. The
Early Church is described in Acts and many of the “Epistles”
in the New Testament. As a whole, those writings are an honest
overview since some of the descriptions are not to be emulated.
Recently we have been reading from the Letters of John which contain wonderful
guidance for both the Early Church and the Church of today. The times may be
different but human nature hasn’t changed that much.
John’s letters are rooted in the same emotion as his gospel – love. John, the
Beloved Disciple, was present with Jesus at the Last Supper and he heard Jesus
give the new commandment: “Love one another as I have loved you.” So this is the
guiding force in John’s life and writing. In his “Letters” he admonishes his
community to “Love one another” and states that “God is love.” He was writing the
letters later in the first century than some other writings and there were factions
who were taking on some unorthodox beliefs about Jesus Christ, many having to do
with questioning whether he was both human and divine. Some tried to say that he
was only a “spirit” and others that he was only a prophet – neither believing that he
was truly the “Son of God”. John attempted to dispel these beliefs which he
considered heresy.
In today’s lesson from 1 John, John lifts up the two commandments which God
requires of us: Believe in Jesus Christ as Son of God and Love One Another. The
first is similar to the First Commandment of Moses and Jesus’ distilling of the Ten
Commandments into two (Matthew 22:34-40), except in John’s version in 1 John,
his first commandment has to do with loving and worshipping the Second Person
of the Trinity (Jesus Christ). It is very important to John to rescue the message
to which he was an eyewitness from doctrines that would lessen his authority.
It is also worth mentioning here that if those like John had not stood up for what
they had seen and heard, we might not be practicing Christians today.

“The Beloved Community”
CONTINUED..

If the faith had been allowed to be watered down and diminished
by competing doctrines, it might not have survived. God was at
work, putting brave people (remember many of them were
martyred) like John out there to defend the faith. John was
willing to put what he professed into practice – to love not only
in speech and words but to love in truth and action.
So, John gives us two commandments from God: Believe in Jesus Christ as Son of
God and Love One Another. He identifies two traits of those who believe in and
live by these commandments. The first is be willing to take a risk on behalf of a
sister or brother – even to go so far as to risk giving up your life. Fortunately, we do
not live with this challenge on a daily basis but we are faced with decisions to make
to defend and protect those in our community. The Shepherd in Jesus’ Parable of
the Good Shepherd and Jesus himself are examples of those who are willing to lay
down their lives. The second trait that John identifies is generosity. He asks the
question, “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help?”
Love and generosity are the defining traits of life in the Beloved Community. And
both of these only when they arise out of a heart that is true and pure. God sees
what is in the heart. Pretending to be loving and generous is of no avail. We can’t
fool God. In the words of 1 John 3:20b, “God is greater than our hearts and he
knows everything.” Since God knows everything, let us work together to create the
very best loving community that we possibly can. Let’s guard our hearts, love one
another and share cheerfully.

Greetings!

How is it possible that we are heading into Giving and Celebration Sunday
at First United Church of Christ, Orlando?
We’ve spent three weeks talking about how the use of our hands, feet and
head (including our mind and thoughts) are the tools we use to show God’s
love to our church family and our community. What an incredible gift we
have been given and what an incredible honor to be able to share and serve.
We all know that once our body, mind and soul are connected; miracles happen.

Whether we use our hands to serve, to hold, to worship, comfort or to heal; it
shows love. When we allow God to use our feet and direct us towards those
in need; it shows love and acceptance. With a strong mind that is focused on
God’s love and the amazing gifts we’ve been given; it shows gratitude and a
willing heart. We are now a perfectly created body in motion and we will do
what we are called to do. We will give and we will serve. We ARE First United Church of Christ, Orlando.
Please spend time in prayer this week as you consider your giving to our
Capital Campaign. Pray that we receive the money needed to repair our
roof and replace our air conditioner. Pray that our reserves become plentiful
so that we are prepared. Now is the time to give.
God, we have been given so much. Forgive us when we ask for more. We
wonder what you will do for us next time when it should be the other way
around. Guide our hands. Guide our feet. Guide our minds. Guide our
hearts. We are your servants even when we forget to act like it. Help us to
remember that you lay platters of opportunities before us. It is our own fear
that keeps us from reaching for the good stuff. It is our own fear that keeps
us away from the banquet table with you. Give us courage, God. Help us
leave behind the insecurities. Help us pull a chair up next to you so that we
can enjoy all that you have put before us. Amen
May your prayers be plentiful this week as we prepare to
bless our church and God as we celebrate Giving Sunday
on May 2nd!
Jennifer Brewer
Campaign Chair

Do you have a praise or prayer request?
Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,
or maybe for some place or issue in the world?
If so, please submit your requests via our website at
firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,
Or join us on Sundays, as we lift your prayers up during worship.

We thank you all for your continued prayers for:
Miss Helen Kuhn, Mrs. Helen Yarborough, Ken & Luis,
Jean Romansky, Shirley Hiley, Robert, Shirley, Susan, Shani,
Tammie, Oriana, Leia, and Shirley Wright.

Ready for the next step?
Reception of New Members has
been postponed until a later
date. Please let Pastor Lynn
know if you are interested in
joining us officially.

Stay tuned for an upcoming date for our Silent
Auction.
If you have any questions, please reach out
to Katy McComas at katybug06@gmail.com.
Thank you again!

Now receiving Donations

Baby Announcement: Charlotte Frances made her debut on April 21 at 11:45am.
She weighed in at a whopping 5lb 10oz and is 18 inches long. Moms and
Big Sister Clara are over the moon in love.
-Katy, Cynthia, and Clara

BIRTHDAY
5/1 Ada Mishler

ATTENDANCE
4/25/21—27

