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27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28 and 

asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, 

leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children 

for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died 

childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way 

all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, 

therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 

34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 

marriage; 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 

resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed 

they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, 

being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised 

Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God 

not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.”  

 

_______________________________ 

 

This story from Luke is interesting from our modern day perspective; maybe we 

have even wondered how relationships will continue in heaven.  In order to 

understand what was going on here, we must have a little history on who the 

Sadducees were and what they believed.   

 

The Sadducees did not believe in an afterlife and they also did not believe in 

angels.  They were in a sense the religious aristocrats of their day and were 

influential in the political situation.  Their religious focus was on the Torah (the 

first five books of the Hebrew Scripture) and on God’s created world.  They were 

at odds with much of what the Pharisees taught especially the belief in a spiritual 

world including the existence of angels and an afterlife.  Their movement seems to 

disappear in about 70 A.D. after the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem.   

 

Jesus turns their attempt to trip him up – upside down.  Jesus knew exactly what 

they were up to and his answer was beautiful.  He tells them that in “that age” 



there will be no need for marriage.  Those in the spiritual realm of God will be “like 

angels” – a soul, a spirit with no physical body as we know it.   

 

It is difficult as physical beings to begin to imagine the life after this one; how our 

new life then will be. While we live in physical bodies on this earth, we have only 

this understanding.  We speak of heaven and most of what we’ve imagined is 

somewhere up there – in the clouds.  Maybe we got that idea because of the way 

the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus after his baptism “And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 

him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.”i Or 

maybe it has something to do with Jesus’ ascension, “When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven.”ii As I have 

mentioned to you before, we live in a tension; we live in the heavenly reality that 

God has given us here on earth and at the same time we live in the tension that it is 

not yet complete. That applies externally and internally as well.  Throughout Jesus’ 

teachings, he never tells us to deny our existence as human beings and yet he calls 

us toward our higher purpose in our thoughts, words and deeds.   

 

So we feel the pull, are we supposed to be angels? Or are we just the sum of our 

animal instincts? As I consider some of the fundamentalist Christian instruction, I 

see many that would deny our humanity.  Looking back on my own faith heritage and 

on my seminary education, I found myself feeling guilty for being human.  Don’t 

think that way or don’t feel that way – basically, deny the humanity that God has 

given you to walk this earth.  This kind of teaching rejects our human desires and 

calls for us to step into angelic shoes and expects that they will fit well even 

though we are still in this physical, earthly realm.  Denying our humanity will never 

work.  We can pretend to be angels but we are not there yet. 

 

Then there are those who scoff at any of it.  They advertise and proclaim from the 

media that it’s okay to satisfy our “animal” or “base” instincts.  They cheer on the 

“if it feels good do it” mentality.  No thought for a higher purpose just go with 

what your cravings dictate.  The undercurrent is that we exist just to be driven by 

our biology, ignoring our conscience and our higher purpose.  This kind of thinking 

makes us less than human. Paul explains it like this, “Don’t you realize that your 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? 

You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must 

honor God with your body.”iii 



In the lesson today, Jesus explains to the Sadducees that marriage is what we do 

now because we are human and we live in our God-given earthly bodies but in the 

age to come, when we graduate to the spiritual realm, we will be “like angels.” It is 

up to each of us to realize both parts of our humanity.  We were made higher than 

the animals and in the image of our Creator. The writer of Genesis tells us that, 

“Then God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will 

reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild 

animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground. So God 

created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male 

and female he created them.’”iv  

We struggle with this tension even though we might not consciously think through 

it the way I have presented it this morning.  There are many times in our lives that 

we know that something is just not resonating with us but we don’t take the time or 

know how to examine it.  As faithful people, we must realize that both ways of 

thinking are destructive – we are not angels and we are not animals – we are living 

the tension in-between the two.  If we think and act as if we don’t have the ability 

to transcend our physical existence then we place ourselves at the mercy of our 

primal cravings and we will find ourselves in despair – feeling helpless and hopeless.  

If we think and act as if we are angels then we place ourselves at the mercy of 

feeling guilt, shame and constant frustration.   

On the other hand, it is in our growth in the “already but not quite yet” that we 

thrive. The Holy Spirit of God dwells in the human soul.  As a human being, your 

soul is where heaven and earth meet.  You are a holy place, you hold the sacred 

within.  This mortal life that we have now is our training ground for our spiritual 

existence in the “age to come.”  It is then that we will meet Jesus, “face to face” 

and give an account of our journey.     

And in the words of Psalm 8, “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the 

angels and crowned them with glory and honor.”v 

Let’s think about that. Amen. 

 

i Matthew 3:16 NRSV 
ii Acts 1:9-10a NRSV 
iii 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NLT 

 



 
iv Genesis 1:26-27 NLT 
v Psalm 8:4-5 NIV 


