
 

 

 

 November 29, 2021 

“Hope Real ized”  
A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

“Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow”. So goes a phrase 
from one of our favorite hymns, “Great is thy Faithfulness”. And it’s 
true. It all goes together – strength and bright hope that arise from 
God’s faithfulness to us. God never fails. During Advent we celebrate 
the coming of Jesus into the world, the “word made flesh” to dwell 
among us. God’s miraculous intervention into history. We read the 
prophecies from old and the accounts of the new prophet who came 
as a forerunner of the Messiah.   

The people were languishing under Roman rule. It had been 400 years since the last prophet. 
The people were so demoralized that they began to believe that prophecy was dead. But it  
wasn’t dead and God was not sleeping. History was being worked out in God’s time. Malachi, 
which is the last book in the Hebrew Bible, ends with a word of hope. But the people only had 
a dim vision – hope was dimmed but it was not dead. For deep in their hearts, baked into their 
DNA, was the memory of what God had done for their ancestors enslaved in Egypt, exiled in 
Babylon and their deliverance. Could it happen again? Could anything so wonderful and      
miraculous happen in their time and their circumstances?  

The Word of the Lord came to Malachi and he prophesied that the Lord would send “the 
prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.” (Mal. 4:5) It was believed 
that Elijah did not die but was carried into heaven and he would one day return. But in human 
calculation, 400 years was a long time to wait. Maybe God had forgotten. 

One day an elderly priest was preparing to enter the sanctuary of the temple and offer incense. 
(Luke 1:8) This was a great and awesome honor and he was overwhelmed by the seriousness 
of the occasion since he had been chosen by lot to perform this priestly function. He was one 
of a large number of priests and this might be the only time in his life that he would be called 
upon. As he was preparing to fulfill this duty, an angel appeared to him. We might think this 
would not be too surprising since he was in “church” at the altar. However, angelic visitations 
were a scary and very unusual occurrence – like the prophets, angels were thought to have    
disappeared. But there it was – and Gabriel no less, God’s most trusted and senior messenger – 
the same one who appeared to Daniel (Dan. 9) generations before.   

The angel had news for the old priest, Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth. The child they had 
long hoped for and eventually given up on was going to come to them. They would become 
parents in their old age and furthermore their child would be specially blessed by God.          
He would have the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the “hearts of parents to their children” (a 
direct reference to Malachi 4:5). Their child would come to “make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord.”    
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Zechariah was dumb-struck – literally. He reacted with the cynicism of a person who had lived 
long and experienced much disappointment and hardship. “How will I know that this is so?” 
He questioned Gabriel and for this lack of faith, Zechariah was put in a “time-out”. He would 
not speak again until the day that it all came true and the child was born. He had some time to 
think. The pregnancy became a reality and it was obvious that though the prediction of Gabriel 
had seemed too good to be true, it was really happening. Hope was renewed. What had seemed 
a distant dream was happening. Zechariah had time to think – to think about the faithfulness of 
God and the generations of faithlessness of humans. He was given the gift of quiet. When the 
baby had arrived and he and Elizabeth were back in the temple for the baby’s purification     
ritual, his speech returned and he burst into song. He rejoiced at God’s faithfulness and       
suddenly those prophecies and lessons from old became very clear to him in his own life and 
time. 

We too begin to wonder, especially when we are in the middle of one of the crises that befall 
humanity – not the usual ones from day to day, but the soul-crushing ones that happen only a 
few times in our lives, often to those we love rather than directly to us. That’s even worse – to 
see a loved one in pain and in trouble and know there is nothing direct that we can do about it. 
Some things are simply out of our control and we just feel lost and abandoned by God. Where 
is the hope? How can there be hope in the midst of such suffering? But there is hope and there 
is purpose and there is meaning. Paul had some good words, as he often does, for a situation 
such as this. He writes in Romans 5:1-5, “Therefore since we are  justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only 
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and      
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.” (The Italics are mine – this scripture is packed with Good News.)  

The Children of Israel felt disappointed. Their sufferings had no meaning. We have the benefit 
of their lessons and further (and of supreme importance), we have the knowledge of what was 
to come. A child would be born in Bethlehem that would change the course of history.         
Elizabeth and Zechariah’s son would be the messenger that was prophesied in Isaiah 40:3.     
“A voice cries out…”. The voice that cries out would be their son! We know this. Yet, at times, 
hope becomes a dim illusion to us.   

We do not know the exact ending of those things that are happening in our lives at this time. It 
is scary not to know the ending. But what we can know is that God has not abandoned us. In 
fact, when we feel the most alienated, that is when God is reaching out to us the most strongly 
through what Paul referred to as “the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” We are not left   
orphaned. (John 14:18) Yesterday we lit the candle of hope. The very lighting of the candle by 
Katy, Clara and Charlotte was a statement of hope. The candle of hope reminds us that the 
Light of Christ shines even when we feel darkness. This is a time to look forward and take 
heart. God is awake and acting in our lives and in the world. Let us move forward in faith and 
hope that does not disappoint.  

“Hope Realized” 



FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ORLANDO-   

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

PLEASE ATTEND!..... our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 12, 
2021.  WE MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 23 “MEMBERS” IN ATTENDANCE, 
IN ORDER FOR THE VOTES TO CARRY.     

During this meeting we will be voting on some changes to our By-Laws that the Church 
Council is recommending. We will also need your vote on the slate of Church Council 
members for the upcoming 2022 Board. The following  Ballot is a "Work In Progress" at 
this time, as we hope to receive additional volunteers for these positions. You will        
receive the final ballot at the Congregational Meeting. Please prayerfully consider giving 
of your talents for one of these positions in the coming year!   



The following are the proposed changes for the Church By-Laws:                                                       



The following are the proposed changes for the Church By-Laws:                                                       



The following are the proposed changes for the Church By-Laws:                                                       



Ready for the next step? 

Please give Pastor Lynn  a call if you are interested. 

740-815-2329  

Join us for Bible Study 

Wednesday, 12/1 at 6pm in the Quiet Room 

Topic: Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1)  

Do you have a praise or prayer request? 

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,  

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Bonnie, Ken & Luis, Bob & Greg, Claudia, Lee, Michele, Betsy, Blondie, 

Bernie, Rich, Marliss, April, Carlos, Bryan, Debbie, AJ, Ricky, Skip, 

Shirley, Quincee, Salinas Family, Sandy, Tito, Hernandez Family,  

Frontline workers, and Medical workers. 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Please consider adding gifts for our Pastor,        
organist, secretary, and custodian to your   
Christmas list.  

Donations may be given to any council member. 

Thanks, 

Milt 



Lights of Remembrance Dedications    Given by 
 

In remembrance of Joe McCleary      Cathy McCleary & family 

In remembrance of Frances Mishler, Charlie Hawkins,   Ada Mishler 

and Dominic Tochtrop    

In remembrance of George Driscoll Jr.     His wife, Trudi Driscoll 

In remembrance of Kathy Scheungrab, Lyn Fitzpatrick,  Jean Romansky  

and Patricia Peters     

In remembrance of Moe & Virginia LaBrot    Michele LaBrot 

In remembrance of Esther Ney      Dana Ney 

In remembrance of Milt's parents, Pat's parents,    Pat & Milt Denker 

Milt's sister, Marge Macki, Elizabeth Shields,  

and Rev. Don & Mrs. Dorothy Crismon     

In honor of Rev. Lynn Blevins      Pat & Milt Denker 

In remembrance of Mary Stauffer, Bart Stauffer    Carol Carver 

and Wilfred Carver 

In remembrance of the Mary Martha’s     Pastor Lynn 

In honor of Helen Kuhn, Carl Foehr, Iris Fannin   Pastor Lynn 

In remembrance of my Mom, Marge, and Joni   Jackie Kuttaineh  



Please prayerfully consider your pledges to our 
church for next year. Thanks to your time, talent, 
and treasure, we have been able to continue 
providing spiritual support to our congregation,  
as well as food and material support to our      
community this year, and we pray that you will be 
able to join your church family in person in 
2022. Again, thanks and God bless you all.      

Milt Denker, acting Stewardship Secretary 

Stewardship Campaign 



Christmas Cookie Dough Pick-Up Orders 

Our Christmas Cookie Dough order will be deliv-
ered to First United Church of Christ on Tuesday, 
December 7 at 10 a.m. You can pick up your cookie 
dough orders on Tuesday, December 7 until 1 p.m. 
On Wednesday, December 8 we will have orders 
available during the time of Joni’s Treasure Shop 

hours so that you can pick up your cookie dough after you do your shopping. 
We will also have the cookie dough orders available after church on Sunday, 
December 12. If you can not make any of those times, please contact Debbie 
Yarborough at dyarborough@att.net and we can make arrangements for you 
to get your order. Thanks for all your support! Happy Baking!!! 

Support First UCC’s Community Outreach Ministries!   

The silent auction will be set up for bidding    
before service on  December 5th.  

The winners will be announced at the       
end of service on December 5.  

 

Items Especially Needed: 
Pots & Pans, Baking Pans, Dishes, 

Silverware, Small Appliances  
(good working condition) 

Tuesdays 9:30am - 11:30am 

Wednesdays 10am - 1pm 

 

JONI’S TREASURES  

Items Especially Needed: 
It’s that time of year again..         

Please consider donating to a family 
in need. Rebecca’s Pantry needs       

40 small canned hams to distribute  
for Thanksgiving. If you can help 

please bring your donation to       
Worship. Please contact Jean with 
questions or for more information. 



Joni’s Treasures Thrift Shop presents 

The Winter Wonderland Shop!!  

 

SHOP 

Wednesdays 10am - 1pm 

 

Glasses for the Lion’s Club 

 

Used Prescription Eye Glass     

Please drop off in the box on the table in the                     

Narthex at Sunday Worship.                              

Got Sneakers ?   

Drop your gently used sneakers in the Got Sneaker   
Box in the Church Narthex or Crismon Hall. 

If we can not sell them in Joni’s Treasures        
(formerly the Thrift Shop) we will be able to send   

them to organization that recycles them into                 
                          playground and track surfaces.   

Clean Out Your Closets Campaign & Donate it to the Church! 

ATTENDANCE  

11/28/21— 29 


