
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2021 

First United Church of Christ, Orlando  
PO Box 720625, Orlando 32872-0625  

firstuccorlando@gmail.com 

“Emmanuel ,  God With Us”  
A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

 It only seems a short time since we celebrated the birth 
of the Christ Child - Emmanuel, God with us. And soon 
we will emerge from our 40-day journey to the Cross 
with him and rise with him on Easter.  At the end of the 
Gospel of Matthew as he prepares to ascend to the     
Father, he tells the disciples “And lo I am with you     
always even unto the end of the age.” That’s a promise.  
It doesn’t contain the word ‘if”. It does come after a 
commitment is requested – to go into the world and 
preach and teach and baptize.  It is a covenant with the 
disciples and subsequently with all of Jesus’s followers.  

When we follow him and live by his teachings and commandments, he will be 
with us always. 

It is a covenant – just like the covenant between Abraham and God so many years 
before.  I will be your God and you will be my people.  A covenant is a special 
contract – a contract of the heart in which both parties have responsibilities and 
each is accountable to the other.  Of course, God always keeps his promise but hu-
manity falls short. Lent is a time to consider our weaknesses and pray for strength 
and read God’s word for encouragement and teaching. An old-fashioned word 
came to mind:  edification.  I looked it up and a synonym is “enlightenment”.  
How appropriate that is for our lives.  When we study, his word is truly a “lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our paths”, as Psalm 119 tells us. 

And so, as we continue toward Holy Week and Easter, let us seek inner strength 
through the Holy Spirit to enable us to more perfectly love him and in doing so to 
more lovingly minister to one another, family, friends and even strangers – maybe 
especially to strangers.  We never know what is happening in another person’s 
life.  A smile, a kind word, may make someone’s day.  Let us move forward with 
faith, knowing that we are not alone.  Emmanuel – God with us.  That is a    
promise on which we can depend. 



Ready for the next step? 

We will be receiving new     

members on Palm Sunday, 

March 28th. If you are interested 

in joining please see Rev. Lynn 

or contact the church office. 

Join us this coming Wednesday, March 10, at 
6pm in the Pastor’s Office. Continue to join us 
every Wednesday leading up to Holy Week.   

Subject is:  "Embracing the Uncertain - A   
Lenten Study for Unsteady Times" written by 
Rev. Magrey R. DeVega, available on Amazon 
for around $12.00 if you wish to purchase a 
copy - optional.  

Topic this week: Luke 12:1-34 

Suggested Daily Bible Readings For Lent 

 Monday, March 8  Psalm 19 

 Tuesday, March  9  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  

 Wednesday, March 10  Luke 12:1-34  

 Thursday, March 11 John 2:13-22  

 Friday, March 12   1 Corinthians 9:16-23  

 Saturday, March 13  Psalm 98 

 Sunday, March 14   Numbers 21:4-9 DAYLIGHT SAVING 

                 TIME BEGINS!!!  

 Monday, March 15         Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  

 



On Sunday, March 7, we had a Special Guest, Jennifer Brewer, 
a member of our sister church, UCC Windemere Union 
Church.  Jennifer has been invited by our Council to help us 
with our upcoming campaign to raise funds for our much  
needed building repairs so that we may continue to Worship 
and share the gospel of Christ with others.   

Without giving away the plans, Jennifer and your Council 
members promised we'll have some fun and enjoyment.  With all the challenges we 
have in this life, we   often surround ourselves with such seriousness.  Remember how-
ever that God wanted us to enjoy our journey, as he mentions in Ecclesiastes 8:15 -       
"I recommend the enjoyment of life, for there is nothing better on earth for a person to 
do except to eat, drink, and enjoy life. So joy will accompany him in his toil during the 
days of this life which God gives him on earth." Jennifer will join our Council and      
return after our Lenten Season to provide more exciting details!   

Stay tuned for an upcoming date for our Silent 
Auction. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out      
to Katy McComas at katybug06@gmail.com. 
Thank you again!   

Tuesdays 
 

9:30am-11:30am 

mailto:katybug06@gmail.com


  

 

 

Now receiving Donations 

Do you have a praise or prayer request?  

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,  

Or join us on Sundays, as we lift your prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Claudia, Michele, Shirley, Adan & Pat Cavazos, Robert, 

Helen Kuhn, Helen Yarborough, Bob & Pat Coles,      

Joseph, Skip, Shani, Tammie, Courtney & Tom, Clay, 

Michael, Sarah, and Our World. 



ATTENDANCE  

3/7/21—35  

Annual Congregational Meeting Update 

Our meeting was held on Sunday, March 7th with 22 members present.   

Our agenda items passed with a majority vote of yes, on all three items which were: 

1.)    The slate of Officers for our 2021 Council Positions   

2.)    The First UCC Orlando Financial Budget for 2021  

3.)    Approval for the needed replacement of the air conditioner in Crismon Hall and 
 the roof replacement needed for leaks in several of our out buildings, for which 
 it is estimated that these two maintenance items will total approx. $50,000.   

BIRTHDAYS 

3/11 Brooke Bedal 

3/13 Sophia Dziekan 


