
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

January 18, 2021 

First United Church of Christ, Orlando  
PO Box 720625, Orlando 32872-0625 

firstuccorlando@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone for being        

a part of a very special service       

yesterday where we welcomed our 

new pastor, Rev. Lynn Blevins. We 

were blessed to have so many come         

together for worship and fellowship. 

Staying in communication with God 

can happen anywhere, but as the     

Bible says “For where two or more 

are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them.” The comfort and glory 

of God was with us, this day! 



Biography of Rev. Lynn Blevins  
My faith journey has been a “long and winding road” during which       
God has never disappeared and has continued to call me back. Until 
first grade my interactions outside the home were in church - at   
Sunday school and Vacation Bible School.  I learned about Jesus as a 
friend and a protector and advocate of children and other creatures 
who have very small voices or no voices at all.  I learned about    
prayer and quiet.  It made me sad when a family member was sad.            
I  began to develop an inclination to be empathetic, to comfort and to     
encourage.  Because of the influence of church on our family life, I 
began to view the experiences of daily life through the lens of God 
and God’s activity. I was learning to “think theologically” - to look 
for God in all situations.   

I may have had early visions of myself as a pastor although there were no female role     
models for me at the time.  When I was a little girl I “played church”.  My congregation  
consisted of my dog and cats.  My first priestly function was to baptize my dog.  The cats 
were more agnostic and resisted. I attended Martin College in Pulaski, TN and received an 
A.A. degree and Belmont College (now Belmont University) and graduated in 1969 with a 
B.A. in English and was married that same year. In the mid-1980’s I became active in a local 
church in Columbus, Ohio.  From there I got involved in the Central Southeast Ohio         
Association (CSEOA) and eventually became Moderator (1992-1994).  My confidence and 
faith were growing.  God was preparing me for my future life. 

In 1994 I found out one life experience that I was being prepared for when my husband of 25 
years announced he no longer wanted to be married to me.   If I had been asked to describe 
the worst possible scenario of my life I would have answered that it would be the ending of 
that marriage. But it ended and after the initial shock subsided, I began to realize that not  
only could I go on but I could be better than before.  To make it through one’s worst scenario 
is a very empowering experience.  I had a lot of time to think, analyze and discern.  I thought 
I had lost my best friend but in reality I had found out who my best friend really is.  
Throughout the disappointment, disillusionment and rejection, my feelings of loneliness and 
bewilderment were countered by an overriding feeling of peace.  Though I found support 
from the people that God put into my life at that time, I attributed my survival to the Holy 
Spirit working in my life.  I found that when my own words failed the Holy Spirit gave voice 
to feelings and realizations too deep for words.  I was receiving divine encouragement.  This 
encouragement was so profound that I felt a calling to encourage others.   

I was out on my daily walk when my calling became clear to me.  Since I was on the          
association board that oversaw students, I knew I could attend Methodist Theological School 
in Ohio (METHESCO) at night and on weekends to work on my degree.  In 1998, I was 
married to a fellow student.  Because of the time demands of my secular job, I could not   
single-handedly take on a student pastorate.  I was able to secure a student  co-pastorate for 
us at a small church easily within driving distance.  I went to school for eight years in order 
to get my degree.  I was recognized at graduation as the student who had the longest,         
uninterrupted time spent earning the degree.  During that time I continued my secular job. In 
2007 we decided to start working on a move to Florida too be near Bob’s Mom.  I was able 
to move to Kissimmee permanently in June of 2009.  



Early in 2010, I contacted Rev. Raymond Hargrove of the Florida Northeast Region UCC.    
I started attending First UCC Orlando and soon was singing in the choir.  Later than year I 
was asked to fill in for Rev. Joel Reif when he took a vacation Sunday.  That was on October 
31, 2010, my birthday!  Having the opportunity to lead worship felt like a birthday present. I 
was accepted into the Florida Hospitals CPE (chaplain training) program and began my first 
unit in March of 2011.  I completed two units. I was called in March of 2012 to be a part 
time chaplain at Lakeland Regional Medical Center.  Working as a hospital chaplain and as 
part of a pastoral care team was a rewarding experience and an honor.  I had to resign that 
position after three years due to needing to be a caregiver to my husband whose health was 
seriously deteriorating.   

I was called in September of 2013 by All Faiths United Church of Christ in Ridge Manor to 
be their pastor and my license was transferred there.  In October of 2014, my dream of       
ordination became a reality.  My ordination service was held at First UCC. Even though my 
caregiving responsibilities continued to become more demanding I was able to maintain my 
position at All Faiths UCC.  My husband passed away in September of 2018.  I continue to 
live in the house we shared along with my current dog and cats, Rusty (an English Springer 
Spaniel), Moira and Gunny.  I should move to a smaller place but Rusty does not want to 
move.  I do not try to baptize them, just bless them a lot. 

In June of 2020, I was hired as a part time chaplain at Nemours Children’s Hospital.  Once 
again, working on a pastoral care team is a very rewarding experience. Now I feel that I have 
“come home”.  Being called to First Church is like the culmination of my dreams and        
experiences.  I sincerely believe that in my life things happen like they are supposed to.         
I have made it here for a reason and events are unfolding now for a reason and a purpose.  
Through my experiences I have learned to persevere and to keep my heart and mind open to 
the direction of the Holy Spirit.    



Your continued commitment to fulfill your 
pledge is appreciated as our church continues 
to work to meet our financial obligations. If 
you have not yet sent in your 2021 Pledge 
Card and wish to do so please see attached 
pledge card in the Monday Musing email 
which can be returned to  
firstuccorlando@gmail.com or via mail to  
First UCC, Orlando P.O. Box 720625,          
Orlando, FL 32872. We thank you all for your 
continued  support in the work the church is 
doing.   

We have had to postpone this meeting normally held  

in December due to the virus. With the announcement  

with our church’s reopening stay tuned for the date of  

our congregational meeting. 



  

COMING SOON! Stay tuned for an upcoming 
date for our Silent Auction. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to 
Katy McComas at katybug06@gmail.com. 
Thank you again!   

 

 

Now receiving Donations 

Do you have a praise or prayer request?  

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,  

Or join us on Sundays, as we lift your prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Blaine Henry, Armand, Mr. & Mrs. Hall, Shani, Dedre, Bryan,     

Cheryl, Shirley, Claudia, Diane & Frank, Cheryl, Our Nation, 

Robert, Blaine, Alex, Jerry, and Cheyanne. 

Praise and Prayer Request 

 

 

 

Closed January 20th, 2021 
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(Tentative opening in February; date to be announced) 

BIRTHDAY 

1/19 Jose Quintana 

1/23 Helen Yarborough 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

1/23 Dave & Cheryl Samarjia 

ATTENDANCE  

1/17/21 - 50 


