
 

 

 

 

 

Good Monday Morning, 

Well, Hurricane Isaias ended up being a non-event for us.  I am sorry that church was 

cancelled but I am also very grateful that we were spared the storm.  I am looking forward to 

being in the sanctuary next Sunday.  Even Petunia is happy and has already moved her little 

clubhouse to the new sanctuary location.   

 So, what are your feelings on change?  I sure have had differing opinions on change 

depending on what the change is/was.  Life is just chock full of change and in my journey, it 

seems to me that if you don’t flex with the change (especially those that you have no control 

over) you will break.  Being rigid in life just doesn’t seem to pay very good dividends.  Having 

just dodged a hurricane, I think of it as how a tree endures the high winds.  The trees that flex 

with the wind, the trees that can bend, are the ones that stay standing.  But wait, it is also the 

trees that have strong roots.  Strong roots can keep the tree standing as well.  So, it is logical 

then to say that being flexible and having strong roots work together to endure most any storm. 

 You are probably wondering how that all applies to change.  I see a direct correlation.  

When we can flex, bend, move with life’s changes we call that resilience.  When we stop 

resisting God’s movement in our lives and go with the flow of that grace, we find freedom and 

peace; like the quiet that is in the eye of the storm.  But wait again, that is not the only part!  

We must also have great roots that reach deep down in the soil of our faith.  "But blessed is 

the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8They will be like a tree planted by 

the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 

are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit (Jeremiah 

17:7-8).”  

We are all facing quite a lot of change these days and in the days to come.  We all have 

had many personal changes and events in our lives and for the most part, we hopefully can look 

back and see how those events made us who we are today.  And in the recent past and still 

currently going on, we have the Corona virus pandemic that has created an enormous amount of 

change for everyone – globally.  We have had to learn to protect ourselves in ways that we had 
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never considered – masks, hand sanitizer, temperature taking, social distancing…. and many 

more.  And of course, our church has changed and will change again.  It will take flexing and 

cooperation from everyone to make it work.  Allow God to work through these changes, grow 

through it, learn to embrace it, and learn most of all how to love each other.  I’m very serious.  

Love covers a multitude of mistakes and shortcomings… above all else, don’t forget to dig in 

those deep roots of faith and love. 

God bless,  

Pastor Terry 

And a funny… 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

                                           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to attend service,  
please remember that your offering can be mailed 

to First United Church of Christ  
PO Box 720625, Orlando, FL 32872-0625.   

You may also use PayPal.  
You can do this through your existing account or 

go to paypal.com to set up a new account and use 
the church’s email: firstuccorlando@gmail.com 

Thank you for your faithfulness in your continued 
giving.   

Our World, Our Country, 

Our State, Our Community,  

Our Church, Our Pastor,  

Our Family and Friends, 

Loved Ones, those in need 

and grieving, God be with us 

Starting this coming Sunday, August 9th, 

we will begin worshipping in the 

Sanctuary.  We will continue to follow 

physical distancing and wearing masks.  

Thank you for doing your part to keep 

each other well and safe.  
 

We are asking that NO FOOD or DRINK 

be brought into the Sanctuary at this time; 

only bottled water is allowed. 

Thank you! 

Attendance 8/2/20:  0 
Church cancelled due to 

Tropical Storm Isaias 
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DONATIONS WILL 

NOT BE ACCEPTED 

FOR THE THRIFT 

SHOP UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

Due to the rising Covid-19 cases in the 

area, the shops will remain closed until 

further notice.  We apologize for any 

inconvenience this may cause. We look 

forward to reopening when it is safe for 

us and our community. 

Please join Pastor Terry this coming 

Thursday, August 6th, 6-7pm in 

Crismon Hall for Bible Study.   

Bring a friend!! 

 

Mary Martha’s will 

not be meeting until 

further notice!! 

 

 

This coming Sunday, August 9th,  

we will be partaking of Communion.  

Please join us every first Sunday of 

the month to celebrate this special part 

of our worship to the Lord. 

Communion Offering for August will go to UCC 

National Disaster Ministries Fund and One Great Hour 

of Sharing. We thank you for your donations. 

One Great Hour of Sharing ® is the 

Lenten Offering of the United Church 

of Christ that supports disaster, refugee, 

and development actions. 

Your gift to UCC Disaster Ministries provides relief 

for suffering resulting from hurricanes, earthquakes, 

fires, and other natural or man-made disasters. 

 

 

 

 

8/7  Ralph & Stacy Holt 



 

 

 

OPT OUT:  If you wish to no longer receive Monday Musings please email the 

church at firstuccorlando@gmail.com.   

 

 

A heartwarming thank you to their 

pastors, and members, for lifting us up 

in prayer as we begin our pastoral 

search.

 

8/2  Wayne Koontz & 

        Dave Samarjia 

8/6  Russell Kauffman 

It was great to have Bonnie and Joni in our midst 

yesterday morning for worship!!  

(Community Christian Church  

aka Pershing Ave. Christian Church)   

Thank you for joining us       

 

We would like to thank Tonka, 

Tonka's Mommy, and the 

Congregation of members at 

Community Christian Church, for 

their warm welcome to Bonnie and I 

this morning.  JONI 
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