
 

 

 

 July 26, 2021 

“Miracle  Alert”  
A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

Yesterday we talked about two miraculous events in the life and 
ministry of Jesus – the feeding of 5,000+ on the Galilean hillside 
and later during the night, Jesus walking across the water to still 
the waves and calm the fears of the disciples. The disciples were 
overwhelmed – you might say it was miracle overload. How 
marvelous it would be for us to find ourselves in that condition!! 
Or, maybe 2100 years later, we would still be reeling and 
awestruck just like the disciples were. Jesus was only involved in 

ministry for three years and during that time he had to change the world. So the miracles (also 
referred to as “signs and wonders”) had to be super-dramatic and capture the attention of a 
horde of people. This was the plan of the Creator of the world. The expanse – the vastness – is 
almost beyond our human imagination. 

In our day, miracles may be more subdued, more subtle. Or occasionally they are still pretty 
dramatic, such as a formerly paralyzed child walking out of the hospital on two functioning 
legs. Either way, we don’t always recognize them for what they are: the Creator continuing to 
be at work in the world. Let’s learn to give God some credit – and praise!! Is it a matter of little 
faith – or could it be that we are just too busy?  We are always running from one thing to      
another; we live by the calendar and the constant flow of messages that come at us from many 
sources. It’s hard to process all of it so we just move on to the next thing.  Do you remember 
when we used to hear the phrase, “Stop and smell the roses”? It sounds quaint now, doesn’t it?  
But the advice is just as good as ever. And it relates to much deeper things than sniffing     
flowers. Can we stop long enough to let our faith take hold? Can we give Jesus a chance to 
calm the storms of our lives and can we hear when he says to us, “It is I; do not be afraid.”… 
Sadly, often the answer is “no”. 

My husband used to tease me about what he referred to as “situational awareness”. He was   

referring to my distractedness and lack of willingness to settle down and pay attention to     
possible dangers around me. I think he took this too far but there is a practical reason to be 
more aware because it enhances our personal safety. Likewise, there is something to be said for 
what I might refer to as “spiritual awareness” – being aware of God in our midst – in all Three 
Persons – the Creator, who is the originator or all things pure and good; the Christ, who speaks 
peace to us just as he did to the disciples and saves us in all manner of ways; and the Holy 
Spirit, who comforts and guides us in the right direction if we will only pay attention. Like  
other things that are good for us, spiritual awareness can be learned and developed. It’s a gift 
but it is not without personal responsibility. Divine revelation and personal initiative go hand 
in hand.   
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“Miracle  Alert”  
CONTINUED. .  

When we become more aware of God working in our lives, we are more likely to recognize 
miracles when they occur. Yes, sometimes it is a matter of little faith; and sometimes as      
mentioned in yesterday’s sermon, it is because of callouses and scars on our hearts. But in 
many cases, it is simply a matter of stopping in the midst of the chaos and saying, “Thank you 
Jesus!” Don’t think it has to be for something earth-shaking or that God is too busy to hear 
prayers that arise out of our everyday comings and goings.  I think I can strongly assure you 
that God is never too busy for a thank you – even when it may seem trivial.  God created it all – 
from the baby kitten to the mighty lion.  

The Psalms remind us to be aware: “The heavens declare the glory of God!” In other words, 
look up and be thankful.  Paul reminded the Thessalonian Christians, “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing…” (1 Thess. 5:16-17) This doesn’t mean walk around in a trance with a long 
face, trying to appear pious. It means more like walking around with a smile and extending 
kindness. To some whom we encounter, a smile and a kind word is a miracle in their day. Think 
about it: couldn’t it be a miracle in our own lives when we enable a miracle for someone else? 
We are much better equipped to do this when we practice our own spiritual awareness. Doesn’t 
that sound like something to cultivate? Doesn’t that sound like something that would enhance 
our busy, chaotic lives? God can’t do that for us if we don’t cooperate. So take a deep breath 
and let’s get started on a new spiritual partnership with God! We’ll start to experience miracles 
– it goes with the territory! 

Join us for Bible Study 

Wednesday, July 28, at 6pm in Quiet Room  
 

Topic:  Acts 12-13 

Ready for the next step? 

Please let Pastor Lynn  

know if you are interested. 



Donations Needed: 

We are collecting Used Prescription Eye Glass              

to donate to the Lions Project. Please drop off at 

Sunday Worship. Thank you in advance for your 

contribution.  

Do you have a praise or prayer request? 

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org , email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com,  

Or join us on Sundays, as we lift your prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Mrs. Helen Yarborough, Miss Helen Kuhn, Ken & Luis,  

Robert & Angie, Helen, Greg, Skip, Shani, Tammy, Jonathan, Ronald, 

Bill, Those in Prison, Patricia, Claudia, Michelle, Lito, Elba, Jean, DeDe  

August 1, 2021 

Communion Offering 

will go to the  

UCC Disaster  

Ministries Fund 



ATTENDANCE  

7/25/21— 27 

Items Especially Needed: 

Children’s meals,                                                                      
such as cans of 
Chef Boyardee meals.   

Also needed are cans of tomato sauce. 
(no glass jars please) 

Items Especially Needed: 

Any household items such as pots, 
pans, baking pans, dishes, silverware, 
and small appliances. 

 

 

Now receiving Donations 

The Food Pantry has helped 82 families for a total of 256 people this month.  

Thank you to all the volunteers! 

The Thrift Shop raised $1,145.50 this month. 

Thank you to all the volunteers! 

BIRTHDAYS  

8/2 Dave Samarjia 

8/6 Russell Kauffman 


