
The First United Church of Christ 

Deuteronomy 8:12-14 

12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and 

when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, 

and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  

______________________________ 

The book of Deuteronomy is believed to have been written by Moses.  This was 

Moses final opportunity to communicate from the heart to the Israelites.  Let’s 

look at their story for a minute. The Jews, the Israelites had ended up in Egypt – 

why?  Because Jacob’s sons had done something very evil, they had sold their own 

young brother off to slavery to get rid of him,  

actually some of them wanted to kill him and throw his body into a cistern but 

God’s hand was in this and through a glimmer of kindness in the hearts of two of 

the brothers, Reuben and Judah, the decision was made not to kill him but to sell 

him to a caravan as a slave. i  

 

Now, Jacob was the son of Isaac and Isaac was the son of Abraham given to him at 

an advance age.  Jacob had 12 children and Joseph was one of them.  Joseph’s 

brothers were jealous of him and when they had the opportunity in the desert to 

get rid of him they did.  So, Joseph ended up in Egypt as a slave.  But that didn’t 

stop God.  Remember, that God can use anything to achieve God’s purpose – even 

evil.  Joseph ended up after many years of service being the Pharaoh’s right-hand 

man.  He saved the country from famine with his gifts of prophecy and dreams and 

through it all, he also ended up saving his own family from starvation by bringing 

them to Egypt and caring for them. 

 

But after Joseph and the Pharaoh die, the Israelites who have taken up residence 

in Egypt grow and their presence goes from being a perceived blessing to the 

Egyptians to a threat and they are relegated to the lowest part of society as 

slaves.  The powerful nation of Egypt lords it over them. So day in and day out they 

make bricks for Pharaoh after Pharaoh so that the Egyptian culture can prosper 

and grow and be powerful and the Israelites cry out to God for help.   

 



And as with Joseph, God hears them and answers them with Moses.  Moses resists 

God’s call, doesn’t think he can handle the mission, drags his feet, and complains 

that he can’t speak well but in the end, he fulfills the purpose to free the people of 

Israel from their slavery.  You know the story about the plagues and finally the 

surrender of Pharaoh to allow the Israelites to go free.   

 

And once again, the Israelites are elated with the mercy that God has shown them 

and they rejoice and they remember that they are children of God – but not for 

long.  Once again, they begin to grumble and forget and wander from their God.  

This time it’s not the brothers selling off their sibling but this time it’s a group 

that builds a golden calf and worships it.   

 

Sounds ridiculous doesn’t it?  How could they be so blind?  How could they be so 

ungrateful?  How could they be so insulting to an all-powerful, all knowing, all 

creating God by building a statue out of the very metal that God created in the 

first place? 

 

Back to our reading – this dissertation by Moses is focused; he wants them to 

remember where they came from.  He is trying to make them think about what God 

has done for each of them and for all of them as a people, as a nation. He is 

basically telling them, “Don’t forget your God when things go well for you. 

Remember that you didn’t get here on your own.” There is the tendency to 

remember God and seek out God’s power when we are in trouble.   

 

The Israelites called out over and over again throughout the biblical stories when 

they found out that their way had resulted in putting them in a bad way.  Then 

they wanted God to have it God’s way. Fickle, weren’t they?  Whatever way the 

wind blew they went with it until they were in trouble then they turned to God.  

But when life went well for them, they prided themselves in having made it – as if 

they had done it on their own. They forgot their faith, they forgot who they were, 

and they forgot their God. That’s a painful mistake – that’s sin. 

 

Pride can be deadly – a deadly sin.  Pride in our own greatness individually or 

collectively places a wedge between God and us.  Pride creates what Jesus often 

referred to as “hardness of heart.” Pride destroys relationships, Paul tells 

Timothy, “For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be 

boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and 

ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and 



unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be 

cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be 

puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act 

religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay 

away from people like that!” ii  

 

Moses was warning them to “never forget” where they had come from and who had 

brought them through. And not just through their journey in the wilderness but 

who had created them and all that they were inheriting in the promised land which 

they were entering into.  Moses had made mistakes himself and because of his 

mistake he was only allowed to see the land from afar but not enter it himself. He 

knew what lay ahead for them and how quickly and easily they might be led astray 

by comforts and possessions.   

 

Our nation, the United States of America, is a great and powerful nation.  

Yesterday was July 4th and we celebrate our independence as a nation.  We too 

started as a people who were oppressed.  Our ancestors went through great 

struggles, lives were lost, risks were taken, and God was called upon to protect us 

and guide us. We wanted freedom to live, to speak and freedom to practice our 

faith in God.  And God heard our call and over and over again, God has led us 

through to where we are today.   

 

We started with trusting in God and we have many times seen the plea of others 

that were oppressed and enslaved and we have responded to them and loved them 

and acted as Moses did to bring them out, to free them.  We were called to let our 

light shine and it has.   

 

Other times, we have made mistakes, gone off track as individuals and as a nation,  

we are not always perfect, our leadership is not always perfect but it is always 

good and right and true to recognize and learn from our error and turn it around, 

repent and never forget that “in God we trust.” 

 

I have to wonder how it happened for the Israelites back then.  How did they 

wander away from their God?  Did it happen one at a time until they became a 

majority and carried the rest of the group with them?   

 

Never forget, as a nation, we are who we are because of what God has and had 

planned for us.   



As individuals, we influence our families, our neighborhoods and our communities; 

we must never forget” where we came from and why.   

Poem “God and Country”  by David Bancroft 

 
We must never forget 

how those desperate few came from afar, 

crossing an uncharted ocean in wooden ships, 

risking all to start their lives again  

in an untamed land that allowed them the freedom to express their faith in God. 

 

They did so each day as they toiled to survive 

the harsh conditions of this new frontier, 

thanking God for allowing them to be here, 

and keeping Him always near  

in their thoughts and hearts, 

knowing even in the worse times and  

greatest fears their belief in Him  

would persevere. 

 

These are the ones 

whose children and grandchildren 

would one day take another stand 

in their colonial homeland 

for freedom's sake 

that gave birth to our beloved USA.  

So, think about where 

our great country would be 

without a faith in God 

that began with those long ago, 

and sustained strongly so 

throughout Her glorious history 

to this very day. 

 

That is why America is 

and will always be 

the land of the free, 

deep rooted in love of God and country!iii 

 

Let’s think about that. Amen. 
 

i Genesis 37:12-36  
ii 2 Timothy 3:2-5 NLT 



 

iii By David G. Bancroft, Founder, USA Patriotism!Copyright © 2008 

 


